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Philosophy of Mathematics — Essay 3

(Formalism and Hilbert’s program)

Readings:

Essay Questions: Several different views are often grouped under the heading of
‘formalism’. What are the main views and what is the common idea uniting them?
Focusing especially on Hilbert’s view, what is the formalist attitude towards infinities?

What are the implications of Gddel’s incompleteness theorems to the view? Can some
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version of formalism be maintained in spite of Gédel’s theorems?



